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About the cover: In celebration of “President’s Day” this
month, our magazine cover has an artist’s concept depict-
ing the “rock solid” emphasis that “safety” needs
throughout all of Air Combat Command’s operations. The
unique photograph over Mount Rushmore shows a forma-
tion of F-16s assigned to the 114th Fighter Wing (Call
Sign “LOBOS”) of the South Dakota Air National Guard.
The illustration reaffirms ACC’s safety goal of protecting
our people and preserving combat capability through
aggressive mishap prevention and risk management.
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4 THE LEGEND OF TUCK’S LUCK

Major Brian S. Cumming, USAFR
953d Reserve Support Squadron, USACOM
Norfolk VA

16 to cLivB THE SKY
(A tribute to aviation history)

Written by: Col Jay B. Welsh, USAF (Retired), ACC/CSV, Langley AFB VA

Hlustrated by: SSgt Dave White, The Combat Edge
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Ask Orville!
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The Lowest of Low Approaches
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Weapons Safety Award of the Quarter


Airman Convicted of Drunken Driving
Tells Hls S’on’

o
g

@ Ramirez, an airman previously
B assigned to Travis AFB CA, suffered '
R the consequences of choosing to
drive after drinking alcohol. His

choice cost him freedom and the life

of his best friend, a passenger in the
“What I did was horrible,”

SSgt James Brabenec
9 RW/PA

Beale AFB CA
(ACCNS, 21 Nov 97)
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There is in time a line that sepavates the past from the future.

For those who fly, it begins in the fluid grace of tall-grass praivie and e ,
back ... back acvoss the Appalachians to the eastern sea. S

-

1t is a [ine anchoved firmly in the mythic places of America ... of one Obio town
... its people, plain-spoken, mid-west tenpered ... a town of open doors, tree-
[ined streets, and simple pleasures.

1t was from such a town as this they came, these preacher’s sons ... two who [eft
bebind theiv heartland howe to go eastward ... to the sea, to the sky, and beyond
.. to a place of high dunes braced against a shifting shore ... of ancient sur
swoothed stones brushed by the edge of an endless ocean ... a vast blue-green
volling seascape that toucges other older shoves that once weve ours, now lost
beneath the distant [ive of sky. On this, our own ocean’s edge, the winter's
wind blows strong and constant, now as it 910 at that [ong ago beginning, when
persistent genius first reached and climbed and soared ... on one cold December’s
- morning . at a place ... called Kitty Hawk.

——

Here, with hands coarse vubbed by blowing sand and
salt brine aiv, they learned to climb the sky ... to [ift them-

selves on untried wings of cloth and wood, the stuff of oloer ships,
now shaped and bent anew to sail a higher sea.

e

e

Here it was they launched themselves against the wind ... to fly ... to vise on up
with awkward grace ... and give to flight a human face.

Wbe're once but two, their tracks are many ... white scars against the
darkening blue that ride the vising Doppler pitch of metal engine’s whine high |
among the clouds.

Uy, up there, beyond the dream of pioneer, ever higher now, a newer breed of
aivmen soars ... to make of older dveams a new tomorvow. In flight and
squaodron organized .. they come to push through time the [ine tZat moves more
quickly now .. to sail on wings of form and kind unknown to those who fis!
rose up to see the sanded hills s[ip b;g beneath. -

Higher ... faster ... farther ... they come in winged echelon .. to catg)ly PRULLRI
silver jetted ships .. born up as sentinels ... to stand the guard at S CLUNIERTIeN
with vectors straight and true ... as guardians of the nation 4

Force blue. ot} \

Golden [egacy ... boundless futwre. For those who share tf;i. ‘o.n,\unwine e
through time is two ... and on them they take the oathuto {1¥ PEPRCIRI ‘{
flying ... on heading and on course ... all those who e .l;e,_:'t} i of your ..

United States Air Force. : i
Colonel Jay B. Welsh USAE [Ree)]

Pavid White
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~— itting here with over
lch \ ’ 20 years of service and
a coffee mug in my
hand, I feel the need to tell a few
war stories. Have you ever
ng troop how to cut
claw hammer?
stood in front —
BDU-33 while
K-4 (spotting
Me, too. First,
let me tell you a true story about
a young ammo troop I used to

work with.
At Grand For

FB ND in

the late seven , I was in
training ’co be nitions in-
\ was a staff

_ er he said
aw. We were inspecting
|3 Mod 0 signals that were
1 month of service life
. Back in those days

ice life expired ..
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Chock Talk Flight Safety With A Maintenance Slant










